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K I T C H E N  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N S

WALLS
As they’re painted 
a similar French 
grey shade to the 
units, the space 
feels bigger

SIMPLE STORAGE Taller wall units with plenty of  
open shelving create a sense of space 

With no option to change the layout, clever  
ideas were required to increase the amount 

of storage in the U-shaped room

CREATION
SPACE
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WORKTOPS
White worktops 
refl ect light around 
the kitchen, while a 
small upstand and 
slate-effect sockets 
give a smart fi nish

UNITS
The base units are 
narrower to create 
more fl oor space in 
the room >

FLOOR
The existing wooden 
fl oorboards were 
sanded and resealed, 
with a few damaged 
boards replaced

B E F O R E
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K I T C H E N  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N S

What was your kitchen like before the renovation?
It was scruffy, didn’t have enough worktop or storage space and 
had defi nitely seen better days. I do lots of cooking so I needed 
a better organised and equipped room that could also work 
as a family space where we could all gather. The kitchen’s the 
main route to the garden, and as we have children and two 
Basset Hounds, it needed to be easy to keep clean!
Where did you start?
We looked at everything from bespoke designs to the DIY shed 
kitchens, but couldn’t fi nd what I was looking for. I wanted something 
neutral that would be able to link the kitchen and dining areas. Then 
someone recommended The Hertfordshire Kitchen Co Ltd, who 
seemed to know exactly what I was looking for. Their designer visited 
us at home, then we went to the showroom to look at samples, 
talked through our ideas and listened to the designer’s suggestions 
before deciding on a painted range.
Did the room need much of a redesign?
As I wanted to keep our Smeg stainless steel range cooker – it was 
fairly new and I liked cooking on it – we couldn’t change the layout too 
much, and the dining space had already been extended so no building 
work was needed. The old kitchen was ripped out and the wooden 
fl oor re-sanded and re-oiled. Once the walls in both the kitchen and 
the family/dining area were painted, new units were fi tted. We reused 
the butler’s sink, blinds and pendant lights, which helped the budget.

ARTWORK
Kev McCoo by Steven 
Brown provides a 
multicolour hit in the 
dining area

TABLE
Colours picked from 
the cow print are used 
to dress the eight-
seater table

WALLS
The same Hardwick White 
by Farrow & Ball is used 
on the walls in the dining 
space, which helps the 
two areas fl ow

Alexandra Greig, 46, lives 
with husband Guy, 48, and 
their children Hannah, 14, 
and Jamie, 10, in a Victorian 
house in Hertford where the 
kitchen needed updating

Tell us about the layout
We wanted more space and the designer came up with some 
great ideas, such as making the base units a little less deep. This 
meant the wooden fl oor needed repairing in the newly exposed 
areas, but luckily there were some spare fl oorboards in our garage, 
which were in good enough condition to use. The wall units are also 
taller, almost to the ceiling, giving additional storage. We fi tted a 
large larder fridge and dishwasher, which are both integrated to 
keep the run uniform. Luckily the previous owners had installed the 
washing machine and freezer in the basement, so the remaining 
cupboards could be used for storage. 
What drew you to this kitchen style?
I was looking for something light, relaxed and simple and chose the 
Midsomer range in a Stone Grey painted fi nish, with open shelves 
and a wine rack in a textured wood fi nish to provide decorative 
interest. The walls were painted in a similar grey-green shade and 
we went for metro tiles with grey grout to bring the scheme together. 
White solid-surface worktops and upstands are easy to clean and 
help to make the most of the light. 

The designer suggested having a bit of fun and fi tting a colour-
changing under-cabinet light system, which we can control through 
our Amazon Alexa – I’m just getting the hang of it, but it’s the exact 
quirky factor I was after!  
Were there any hiccups?
The whole project was remarkably smooth! Any problems were 
overcome easily, the whole kitchen arrived as ordered and actually 
came in under our £16,000 budget.
What’s your favourite thing in the room?
Apart from the whole kitchen, I love my noticeboard wall, and 
this one was made by covering the wall in chalkboard paint and 
then fi tting salvaged cast iron stair risers and a grate. I fi nd that, 
for a busy family, somewhere for us to put notes, meal plans and 
endless bits of paper is a must! W
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FOR STORE DETAILS SEE WHERE TO BUY

SHOPPING LIST
Walls painted in Hardwick white 
estate emulsion, £43.50/2.5L, 
Farrow & Ball. Floor treated with 
Osmo Polyx-Oil Rapid in Clear Matt, 
£72/2.5L, Source Wood Floors. 
Carrera white solid-surface worktop 
and upstand, £2,640, Minerva. 
Metro wall tiles, £19.50/sq metre, 
Topps Tiles. Crown Imperial 
Midsomer kitchen units painted 
Stone Grey; and Textura Collection 
accent panels (for shelving), £9,240; 
Hafele Lamont knobs, £9.85 each; 
cup handles, £16.49 each; 
Essentials 600mm wall-mounted 
grill/microwave oven, £185; 
600mm integrated tall larder  
fridge, £585; 600mm fully integrated 
dishwasher, £480; 1000mm 
stainless steel oven splashback, 
£130; Perrin & Rowe I0 pewter 
mixer tap with lever handles, £690; 
Philips HUE smart home under-
cabinet LED lighting system, 
£348; 400mm pullout bin unit, 
£225; slate-effect socket plates/
switches, £45; all The Hertfordshire 
Kitchen Co Ltd. Black matt 
chalkboard paint, £11.99 for 
750ml, Rustoleum. Coving, £120, 
Coving Cornice Interiors. For similar 
Blinds try the 27mm Oak Wooden 
Venetian blind, from £15, Dunelm. 
Clay bread bin and canister set, 
£58, Garden Trading. Kev McCoo 
canvas, £199, Steven Brown Art. 
Cushions made in Plains Eight 
141781 and 141758, £23/m; 
napkins made in Plains Five 
131180, £39/m; all Scion. Marit  
navy table runners, £4 each;  
Dinera bowls, £1.50 each; side 
plates, £1.70 each; dinner plates, 
£1.80 each; Rotera teal tealight 
lantern, £2; Beskara vase,  
£2.25; PS 2017 vase, £15;  
Korken bottle, £2.25; Sommar 
mug, £1.50; Forlaga mugs,  
£4 for four; all Ikea HB

WHAT IT COST

Units
Worktop and upstands
Appliances
Tap
Paint and tiles
Flooring
Lighting

Total £14,451

£9,240
£2,640
£1,250

£690
£211

£72
£348

THE NEW LAYOUT
Although the kitchen layout remained 
the same, clever use of space, units 
and colour mean the room now looks 
bigger, fresher and more modern.

‘The whole project was remarkably smooth. 
Any problems were overcome easily, the whole 
kitchen arrived as ordered and actually came 

in under our £16,000 budget.’ 

LIGHTING Under-cabinet LED mood lighting 
is controlled by an Amazon Alexa

WINE RACK A slither of full-height space has 
been put to good use with a wine rack

NEUTRAL BASE Revamping the previous 
sink and cooker helped keep costs down

DETAILIN DETAIL M A K I N G  P L A N S
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